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▷ History
○ Many different ethnicities have passed through
○ A steel plant helped the community thrive - closure of the 

steel plant drove people out in search of work
▷ Current neighborhood

○ Still feeling the effects of the steel plant closure
○ Easy access to things like guns and drugs
○ Little to no media awareness

▷ People
○ Now experiencing a 3rd or 4th generation of the same trauma
○ Want improvements, but lack access, awareness, and true change

Hazelwood



▷ Founded in 2001 by Tim Smith
▷ Strives to help the people of Hazelwood 

be strong and make their community 
strong

▷ Offers various programs:
○ Fusion
○ Crossover
○ The KRUNK Movement 
○ Jazz
○ Family and Community Engagement
○ Social Justice Resource Center 

Center of Life 



▷ Started in 2021
▷ Mission: to train people to be leaders who 

feel empowered to make impactful 
decisions that bring about change

▷ Provides the mechanisms necessary for 
leaders of all ages to work together and 
with the community at large to address 
systemic injustices

▷ Main focus: Ambassadors of Justice 
program

Social Justice Resource Center



▷ Social justice summer program 
for teens

▷ Program entails:
○ Learning about and 

discussing a variety of 
social justice topics

○ Creating a project on a 
topic of interest

▷ Teens acquire skills such as 
public speaking, leadership, and 
advocacy

Ambassadors of Justice



▷ Tabling with the Social Justice Resource 
Center

▷ New prompt each week for community 
members to contribute to
○ “What does social justice mean to 

you?”
○ “Who inspires you?”
○ Posters hung up in classroom after 

concert 
▷ Ambassadors of Justice share their project 

idea and progress on stage to the 
community each week

Center of Life Summer Concert Series



▷ Our community mentor told us about 
a young person who was 
experiencing homelessness and 
needed help

▷ They turned to Center of Life staff 
for help because they didn’t know 
where else to turn to

▷ Unfortunately, Center of Life staff 
had no resources readily on hand to 
give the young person

▷ Ties to Hazelwood
○ Lack of resources readily 

available

Why a Resource Guide?



▷ Main project: resource guide 
geared towards youth and 
young adults 

▷ Secondary project: resource 
guide geared towards parents 

Resource Guide Project 



Topics Included in Guide 
Broad Services Mental Health

Substance Use Healthcare

Language and Immigrant Services LGBTQ+

Housing Food

Clothing Education

Employment Child Care

Legal Miscellaneous 

Topics from adolescent’s feedback: Banking/financial help 
& how to get around the city 



▷ Created 
Ambassadors of 
Justice logo

▷ Created flyers to 
post around 
Center of Life with 
access to resource 
guide

Other Projects 



Other Projects 
▷ Digitized t-shirt 

designs by students
▷ Taught lesson on 

Naomi Osaka



Healthy People 2030 Goals

Improve the health 
and well-being of 

adolescents

Promote healthy 
development for 

children and 
adolescents

Improve the health, 
safety, and well-being 

of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and 

transgender people 

Increase social and 
community support



Tally how many times the resource guide is referenced for 
adolescents and young adults at Center of Life

Evaluations

Distribute to new Ambassadors of Justice to assess usefulness 
and quality 

Have new Bridging the Gaps interns update every summer to 
ensure resources listed are still available and information is 
correct 



Recommendations for 
Center of Life 

Increase the 
capacity needed to 
focus on building a 

social media 
presence to connect 

with more youth 
and young adults

Place flyers with 
access to the 

resource guide 
around Center of 

Life

Ensure that each 
staff member is 

aware of the 
resource guide



▷ Created a resource guide to help Center of Life provide 
resources to future youth and young adults in need

▷ Worked with the Ambassadors of Justice program within the 
Social Justice Resource Center 

▷ Connected with teens through social justice presentations, fun 
activities, and their projects

Summary



““My experience with Center of Life has been 
invaluable. This is such a welcoming organization, and 

I am grateful for the opportunities I had here. It was 
so heartwarming to see how passionate the teens are 

about social justice. I am so thankful to have been a 
part of the inaugural group of Ambassadors of Justice 
through teaching them, as well as learning from them. 

This experience leaves me with an even greater 
appreciation for all the great work community 

organizations do, and I could not have asked for a 
better site to intern at.”

Reflections
Diana Bellino



““Throughout this internship the staff at Center of Life have been very 
welcoming and accepting. It has been amazing to see how much they want to 
help each other, how much they care about the youth in their programs and 

building them up, and how far reaching and important the organization is within 
the community. Seeing how the teens in the Ambassadors of Justice program 

have come together over such a short period of time to encourage one another 
and help each other has been so sweet. Knowing that there is a place that is 

giving young people the space to express their interests around social justice 
issues while giving them the tools they need to learn how to use their voice 

gives me hope for the future.”

Reflections
Jamie Hutchison



We would like to send a huge thank you to our community mentors, 
Donna Smith, Danielle Chaykowsky, and Sarah Crenshaw; Center of Life 

founder, Tim Smith; and program coordinators, Gracie Brickner and 
Cameron Craig for being so welcoming and enthusiastic about Center of 

Life!

We would also like to thank our faculty mentor, Dr. Nina Markovic, the 
Bridging the Gaps leadership team, and our fellow Bridging the Gaps 

interns for their help and support along the way!

Thank you!


