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Student Intern:  Hannah Cherusseril, Drexel University College of Medicine
Academic Preceptors: Emily Spengler, MD, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Drexel University, Attending 

Pediatrician, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children
Community Preceptors: Marijke Bau-Madsen, Volunteer Coordinator, Mighty Writers

A Mighty Community: An Experience in the 
Good and Bad of Philadelphia 

Communities

Community Partner: Mighty Writers, https://mightywriters.org

Locations: Mighty Writers West – 3520 Fairmount Ave, Philadelphia PA, 19104
Mighty Writers El Futuro – 1025 South Street, Philadelphia PA, 19147

Description: Mighty Writers is a literacy-based organization that aims to help students succeed in 
reading and writing through workshops, one-on-one mentoring, and providing free books to the 
communities around them. They believe that reaching literacy levels for all children is vital to a 
child’s ability to succeed and achieve their dreams in the future. Mighty Writers also uses some of 
their centers for free food/essential supply distribution to the surrounding communities everyday.

Project:
• Assisted in food/essential supply distribution that

took place at two MW sites
• Served as a one-on-one mentor for individual

students
• Attended events for launch of a new partnership 

with Playstreets 
• Provided new resources for donations

This summer, I was fortunate enough to work 
within two neighborhoods (Mantua and the 
Mexican/Italian Market) and I had the opportunity to 
work directly with the members of both communities.

During food distribution, I had conversations with 
many different people of all ages and backgrounds. 
Some people would come and ask for items that they 
particularly needed. Others would tell us about a sick 
family member or troubles at home. Their trust and 
comfort in talking to us was special and it filled me 
with so much appreciation

The people in these communities band together to 
help one another out. It is clear they value each other, 
and us, as neighbors. This sentiment creates strength 
in getting through all the good and bad to come by the 
community.
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