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Student Intern:  Deanna Wyche, Drexel University College of Medicine
Academic Preceptor: Jeremiah Goldstein, MD, Drexel University College of Medicine,

St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children
Community Preceptor: Natalie Padula, MS, Dream Camp Philadelphia

Dream Camp: Inspiring the Next 
Generations of Youth

Dream Camp Philadelphia is a summer camp for youth in Philadelphia. The vision of Dream Camp is “to 
strive to break the cycle of generational poverty in underserved communities by teaching children to create 
successful pathways for themselves.” The program also “empowers them to become future leaders and 
contributors to the city.” This program aims to provide support, encouragement, guidance, and a safe 
environment for the youth to strive in and become the people they want to be. https://www.esfdreamcamp.org

In this program, Bridging the Gaps interns serve as mentors 
and support persons for underserved youth. Interns were able 
to cultivate positive relationships with the youth and help them 
to develop character skills such as leadership, integrity, respect, 
and kindness. They also collaborated with specialist to present 
campers with a range pf activities including dance, art, music, 
reading, chess, and martial arts. The Dream Camp program 
provided campers as well as interns with many opportunities for 
educational, social, and personal development.

Deanna Wyche: “Working at this site highlighted the many 
reasons I hope to continue working with youth throughout my 
career. Coming to camp every day, I loved interacting with the 
kids and being a positive role model for them. I was happy to be 
part of providing a safe space for them to grow, learn and most of 
all have fun. The communities these kids come from are full of 
violence and several other challenges that they must overcome. I 
was so excited to see them every day and know that they would 
be surrounded by nothing but people who cared for them and 
would push them to be the best versions of themselves.”

REFLECTION

BACKGROUND/CONTEXT

• 90% daily attendance rate of campers
• Around 20,000 meals served
• High school enrollment doubled since 2020
• 91% of campers reported building positive relationships with staff
• Since 2012, 31 alumni members have worked as team members

Dream camp started in 1998 and has been serving hundreds of underserved children in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania as well as the Hartford, 
Connecticut area since. Not only is the program focused on the growth and overall development of children in this community, they also strive to 
address food insecurity as well. Through several other programs, Dream Camp also provides thousands of nutritious meals to families within the 
Philadelphia area.

https://www.esfdreamcamp.org/
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